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sheltered bay of Taha-Uku. The islands of Motane formed alow
line to the south* The anchorage was the finest in Hiva-Oa. In
places the mountains came down vertically to meet the sea. Jagged
and riven, they were whitened with cloud at a great altitude and
the sea-air was scented with flower-dust. From the land various
noises floated over the water, the eternal calling of the sea-birds,
the barking of dogs and the bleating of goats in the mountains, a
voice singing faintly,
Gauguin landed on the beach at the end of the long valley
of Atuana. It was the most populated district of the island,
containing perhaps five hundred people. The valley went deep
into the island and in places the mountains came down
perpendicularly to it, narrowing it with walls of rock.
The island gave Gauguin a feeling of exultation that he
had not known since his first arrival in Oceania, The
paintings which he had done in Martinique had made his
Brittany canvases look pale, and they in turn had been far
outshone by his Tahitian work. Now he relied on the new
violence of feeling and colour in the Marquesas to bring his art
to its brilliant conclusion. It mattered little at that moment
that he was mortally ill and that he suffered incessant pain.
It was only his determination to achieve what he had planned
that had permitted him to come*
The men who had paddled him to the shore helped him to
climb out of the pirogue. He left his trunks and boxes with the
building wood which he had brought with him piled on the
sand.
Hiva-Oa was the largest island of the Marquesan Archipelago
and the first at which schooners called, coming in from the
Societies and the Paumotos, The sixteenth-century Spanish
discoverer, Mendana, sent by the Marques de Canete, the
Viceroy of Peru, had named the island La Dominica, having
sighted it on a Sunday, and this name had been preserved by
the French as La Dominique* They had, however, established
their Administrator, an official who was subsidiary to the
Governor of the Societies at Papeete, on the island of
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